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Dear OMEP members in Europe!
Here is a short update on meetings, statements
and conferences. I write in times of severe
unbalance. In Europe, we now must realise that
we live in the Anthropocene, the age of
humankind. In this period the development of
planet Earth is totally depending on the activities
of us humans, and in a negative way. The
floodings, the heavy rains, the extreme
temperatures, the huge all-consuming fires are all
examples of the unsustainable life patterns that
have been allowed to flourish during the last 50
years. My most sincere thoughts andconcern to all
who have been struck by these extreme climate
related conditions.
The IPCC – the International Panel for research on
climate change – launched its latest report on
August 9. (https://www.ipcc.ch/report/sixthassessment-report-working-group-i/). The call for
strong and immediate action towards
sustainability is now stronger than ever. In this, I
am happy to be part of the serious ESD-projects
within OMEP, and I am happy to introduce a book
in this newsletter ‘s rights, the UN Convention and
the urgent need for transforming our societies
and daily lives towards sustainability. And, on top
and bottom of all this, the pandemic is still strong!
This month, we will manifest the World
Organisation for Early Childhood Education OMEP - by holding a virtual World Assembly on
August 28. Don’t forget to register! See you
there!
Ingrid Engdahl
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INVITATION TO A Q&A-SESSION BEFORE THE VIRTUAL WORLD ASSEMBLY 2021
As the possibilities to talk and discuss are very limited during the virtual World Assembly, the Executive
Committee has organised a series of meetings to enhance the communication possibilities. It all started on
June 19 with an Extraordinary session of WA. Then we held our European regional assembly on June 23.
And now I invite you to attend a Questions & Answers- session around the WA Agenda (1.5-2 hours).
This will take place just before the WA, on Thursday, August 26, 2021, at 5 pm (CET, Stockholm time).
It will be an informal session organised in ZOOM, where you may bring up any questions that have come up
during your preparations for the WA.
Join the Zoom Meeting on August 26:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87663034074?pwd=TjAvVm9rQlN4N2cvWVM0ZVJKS1BqUT09
Meeting ID: 876 6303 4074
Passcode: 448659
Welcome – Ingrid Engdahl
_______________________________________________________________________________________

European Regional Assembly, June 23, 2021.
Minutes
Twenty-one Countries Represented at the European Regional Assembly as follows
Cyprus
Finland
Greece
Italy
Poland Russia

Bulgaria
Croatia
France
Iceland
Norway
Russia

Bosnia Herzegovina
Czech Republic
Germany
Ireland
Portugal
Spain

Slovakia
Sweden
Turkey
United Kingdom
Lisbeth Gouin, UNESCO and Ingrid Pramling Samuelsson, OMEP World also in attendance

Item 1. Opening Address: Ingrid Engdahl, OMEP VP for Europe, welcomed everyone and
brought up the important decision made by the European Union on June 14 on The European Child
Guarantee: How the EU protects children. Mercedes Mayol Lassalle, President World OMEP,
welcomed everyone to the meeting, and acknowledged the challenges posed by Covid restrictions,
which continue to prevent in-person meetings.
Attendees voted upon and accepted the invitation to participate in the virtual European
Assembly.

Item 2. Appointing Chair, secretary and scrutineers.
Ingrid Engdahl proposed the following roles, which attendees voted upon and accepted:
Chair: Milada Rabušicová, Czech Republic
Secretary: Mary Moloney, Ireland
Scrutineers: Matteo Corbucci, Italy; Serap Erdogan, Turkey

Item 3. Roll call. Milada Rabušicová carried out the Roll Call. Delegates and observers from 21
European countries (see appendix 1) introduced themselves
Attendees voted upon and accepted the roll call.

Item 4. Adoption of Agenda: 100% of attendees voted to adopt the agenda.

Item 5. Minutes from European Virtual Meeting September 2020. Minutes presented and
proposed by Ingrid Engdahl. Minutes accepted.

Item 6. European VP Annual report 2020. Ingrid Engdahl provided a summary of the annual
report, which will be voted upon at the Virtual World Assembly on August 28.

Item 7. International Journal of Early Childhood (IJEC). Ingrid Engdahl provided an update in
relation to accessing IJEC. Springer renegotiated OMEP’s agreement. Journal is moving to a digital
format. From June 2021 all OMEP members can access all issues of the IJEC through the OMEP
World new website, as part of their membership. Each national committee has been provided with
an access code, which they share with paid up members. Registration to IJEC through this link:
https://omepworld.org/register/.

Item 8. OMEP communication plan – how to use the new logos

Following a short video presentation on how to use the new OMEP logos, attendees had an
opportunity for questions and answers. Each national president have received a link to a folder on
Google drive so they can access Country specific and generic logos for use on presentations, letters
and so on. The link will be distributed again.
Mercedes Mayol Lassalle and Ingrid Engdahl presented information relating to Item 10: OMEP
Virtual World Assembly August 28, 2021. Questions or changes must be sent to WP before July
15.
Procedure e.g., appointing members to World Work
teams
Virtual World Assembly 2020 Minutes
World Report 2020
Treasurer´s Balance 2020
Budget 2021
National Committees encouraged to pay membership fees
Presentation of Preparatory Committees to change the
status to National Committee Sierra Leone and Paraguay
Nominations for Regional Vice President Europe
Ingrid Engdahl is not available for re-election.
Croatia nominates Adrijana Višnjić-Jevtić
Sweden nominates Adriana Višnjić-Jevtić

Mercedes
Ingrid
Video
Video - Elin Eriksen Ödegaard
Video - Elin Eriksen Ödegaard
Mercedes
Ingrid

Item 9. Breakout Groups. Task to discuss IJEC, OMEP’s communication plan, operationalising
the OMEP flagship initiatives (e.g., colour your rights, a decade of ECE, General comment, play
and resilience), and election of regional VP.

Item 10. Feedback from Breakout Groups.
Group 1. Possible expansion of ‘Wash from the Start’, focussing upon introducing children to the
concept of where water comes from, the right to water, the privilege of having access to water.
Possibility of developing resources to support this approach, working with the WHO etc. Potential
for complementarity between Wash from the Start and Colour your Rights
Some discussion regarding expectations of groups in relation to the projects.
Group 2. Query regarding additional 15% increase in membership fee. Elin Eriksen Ödegaard
explained that this is not a fee increase, rather it is to ensure that the cost of transferring money
between countries. As such the banking system takes 15% from fees to cover the transfer cost. The
15% therefore ensures that OMEP World receives the full membership fee (e.g., $200 and not
$170). Erin confirmed that debt forgiveness for non-payment of fees is granted for 2018 and 2019.
However, national committees are asked to pay the fee for 2020 2021.
Group 2 discussed ‘What OMEP means’. See OMEP as an important aspect of professional life
with connections all over the world.
Also noted the need to move progressively toward using the new OMEP logos. Time required so
that national committees use up existing supplies of headed paper for instance, while using new
logos on all social media accounts.
Serap will circulate proposals for ESD project to national presidents.

Group 3. Discussed the budget 2020 and 2021, focussing upon how to address the challenges and
deficit in funding arising from Covid-19. Talked about the new possibilities with IJEC, as a means
for recruiting new members. Also discussed nominations for VP Europe.
Group 4. Spoke about current issues that require attention in many countries, such as domestic
violence (Cyprus have experience of working in this area). Also discussed
-

Potential new projects: lack of male teachers in early childhood education. Possibility of
exploring this matter internationally
Possibility of developing a worldwide podcast regarding children’s rights. Start with Europe

Maria Vassiliadou confirmed that a sponsor has been secured for the illustrated book: Colour your
Rights, and will include practicals that can accompany the initiative on the rights of the child.

Item 11. Nomination for Regional Vice President for Europe 2022-2024.
Ingrid Engdahl clarified that the nominations for VP must be notified by July 15 and should be
made by each national committee. If more candidates are nominated, one way to discuss this could
be during a virtual café. Once all nominations are received, national committees are requested to
take time to discuss and agree on a candidate.
Milada confirmed that Ingrid is VP through to the end of December 2021.

Item 12. OMEP World Assembly and Conference in Athens 2022
Plans for the OMEP World Assembly and Conference in Athens in July 2022 are progressing well.
Check https://www.omep2022.org/en/ for further information. A call for new abstracts will be
issued in autumn 2021. Ingrid Engdahl is the chair of the scientific committee for the Conference in
Athens 2022.

Item 13. OMEP European Regional Assembly 2022
Ingrid Engdahl proposed that European representatives meet from lunch – evening on July 10,
2022, in Athens, followed by the OMEP European Assembly.

Item 14. AOB
Ingrid Engdahl reminded attendees that she will invite to OMEP Virtual Cafés to be held August
15-25. This is an opportunity to discuss, and review documentation for the Virtual World Assembly
on August 28
Klara Bahtic Croatia issued an invitation to their Conference: Change in ECE as the Answer to the
New Normal, Opatja, November 11-12
Malgorzata Szczeczko, Poland issued an invitation to an e- conference: Children’s Rights to High
Quality ECE in Poland, October 22-23
Maria Vassiliadou thanked committees that have forwarded letters of intent, but urges more
European Committees to participate in Colour your Rights. Submit virtual picture by end of June
and actual pictures by July 23

Mercedes thanked attendees for their participation, commitment and proposals to enrich the work of
OMEP. She expressed thanks to Ingrid for her work as VP Europe.

Item 15. Closure
Ingrid Engdahl thanked everyone, and especially the chair and the secretary, for involved presence
and closed the assembly.
Mary Moloney

Milada Rabušicová

Matteo Corbucci

Serap Erdogan

Secretary

Chair

Scrutineer

Scrutineer

Delegates at European Regional Assembly June 23, 2021, Point 2. Appendix 1.
Country

Delegate

email

Bosnia
Her-cegov.
Bulgaria

Tamara Pribisev
Beleslin

<tamara.pribisevbeleslin@ff.unibl.org>,

Rozalina Engels-Kritidis

<rozalinae@yahoo.com>,

Croatia
Cyprus

Klara Bahtic
Maria Vassiliadou

Czech Rep.
Denmark
Finland

Milada Rabušicová

<klara.bahtic@gmail.com>,
<vassiliadoum@omep.com.
cy>,
<milada@phil.muni.cz>,

Kaisu Muuronen

<kaisu.muuronen@lskl.fi>,

France

Danièle PERRUCHON

Germany

Eva-Lotta Bueren

Greece

Effrosyni Katsikonouri

<perruchon.daniele@gmail
.com>,
<evalotta.bueren@agj.de>,
<katsikonouri@hotmail.co
m>,

Iceland
Ireland

Kristin Dyrfjord
Mary Moloney

<dyr@unak.is>,

Israel
Italy

Matteo Corbucci

<presidente@omepitalia.or
g>,

Latvia
Lithuania
Norway
Poland
Portugal
Russia

Geir Aaserud
Malgorzata Szczeczko
Jaime Santos
Maria Gerasina

<geira@oslomet.no>,
<malgosiaps@wp.pl>,
<pt.jaime@gmail.com>,
<gerasinamv@mail.ru>,

Slovakia

Jarka Kreškóciová

Spain
Sweden

Eugenia González
Bibi Karlsson

<jarka.kreskociova@gmail.
com>,
<ugegom@gmail.com>,

Switzerlan
d
Turkey
UK
Ukraine
World

Serap Erdogan
Paulette Luff

<seraperdog@gmail.com>,

M. Mayol Lassalle

<worldpresidency@worldome
p.org>,
<ingrid.pramling@ped.gu.se>,

Europe

Ingrid Pramling
Samuelsson
Ingrid Engdahl

UNESCO
WP Team

Lisbeth Gouin
Eliana, Camila, Gonzalo <worldassistant@worldomep.

Observer

email

Elena
Roussinova

<eroussinova@yahoo.com>,

Chrysa Nitsiou

<nitsiouc@omep.com.cy>,

D. Moravcová

<rimska@ctyrlistek.biz>,

Lisbeth GOUIN

<lisbeth.gouin@wanadoo.fr>,

Sofia Saiti

<sofiasait@yahoo.gr>,

Alessandra
Pecci

<kloe78@hotmail.com>,

Anna Wrobel

<zarzad@omep.org.pl>,

E. Nasonova
Larisa Sevch.
Katarina
Koledova

<Info@rusomep.ru>,

Türker Sezer

<sezer_t@ibu.edu.tr>,

Elin Eriksen
Ödegaard

<elin.eriksen,odegaard@hvl.no
>,

Belgium

World

<mary.moloney@mic.ul.ie>
,

<timravina@timravina.sk>,

<bibi.karlsson51@gmail.com>
,

<paulette.luff@aru.ac.uk>,

<vpeurope@worldomep.or
g>,

org>,

This book was created to mark the 30th anniversary of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child and to find out
how children’s rights and the Convention is
understood today worldwide. Our book examines how key
ideas of the Convention on the Rights of the Child are
respected and implemented in 15 countries in five regions
of the world, starting from educational, policy and, most
importantly, children's perspectives.
The book advocates children’s rights today, arguing for its
vital importance, in the best interests of the
children. Although 30 years have passed since the
convention was adopted, respect for children’s rights can’t
be taken for granted. We live in times of great global
challenges, for example climate change, pandemics,
prolonged military conflicts and mass migration. All these
aspects challenge the exercise of children’s rights and a
true implementation of the convention. This is why we
gather authors from all the regions of the world, for a joint
reflection on the CRC. And we focus on the important role
of Early Childhood Education.
Springer arranges a book launch during
the EECERA (digital) conference 2021.
September 17, 2021, 1:00 pm CET.
The launching video will then be made
available at the OMEP Website.

Therefore, this book may be an inspiration for everyone
advocating early childhood education – to
reflect the position of children and their rights today,
in her/his country, place and educational settings.
We hope you will enjoy the book!
Adrijana Višnjić-Jevtić, Alicja Sadownik and Ingrid Engdahl

Again, this year, the OMEP Executive Committee (EXCO) decided in March to postpone the World
Assembly and Conference to be held in Athens 11 to 15 July 2022. The programme and the venues will
remain the same.
Accepted submitted abstracts can be kept until next year, but, if someone does not wish to present it at
OMEP2022, s/he will have the possibility to withdraw it, sending an email to info@omep2022.org. Don’t
forget to state the abstract number.
For new submissions OMEP Greece and AFEA (responsible for the organization and logistics) will open the
abstract submission portal again for two months in the autumn.

11 World Environmental
Education Congress
th

Building
Bridges in
Times of
Climate
Urgency
14-18 March 2022
In Prague
CZECH
REPUBLIC
11TH WORLD Environmental Education
CONGRESS WEEC (weec2022.org)

Important dates during 2021
August 26

Q&A-session for the OMEP WA.

August 28

OMEP Virtual World Assembly

August 31

Abstract submission closes for 11th WEEC in Prague in March 2022

September 21 International Peace Day
October 5

World Teacher Day

October 15

World Handwashing Day

October – December Reopening of abstract submission for OMEP 2022 in Athens
November 20 International Children’s Day
This newsletter is forwarded to you by each national OMEP committee. To unsubscribe - contact your
national president. Contributions are welcome to vpeurope@worldomep.org
Este boletín le es enviado por cada comité nacional de OMEP. Para cancelar la suscripción - contacte a su
presidente nacional. Envíe su contribución al próximo boletín a vpeurope@worldomep.org
Ce bulletin vous est envoyé par chaque comité national de l’OMEP. Pour vous désabonner, contactez
votre président national. Envoyez votre contribution au prochain bulletin à vpeurope@worldomep.org

