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Over the past three years, it has been my great pleasure to serve OMEP as World President. During my term, I was 
fortunate to work with the most passionate early childhood educators and advocates from all around the world. I was truly 
inspired by their sincere contributions to early childhood education and care.

Being elected as world president at 2016 OMEP world 
assembly_ Seoul, Korea, 2016

ExCOs expressing gratitude to Maggie for her hard work as 
OMEP world president_ Seoul, Korea, 2016

I joined OMEP as General-Secretary to OMEP Korea in 1995. Elected as vice president for the Asia-Pacific region in 
2012, I began to serve OMEP at the regional and world level. I cannot express in words what I have experienced in 
OMEP for the last 25 years. The more I learn about the history of OMEP, the more I meet people, the more I attend 
meetings, I am impressed by how much OMEP has been devoted to children all over the world. OMEP has become a 
voice for children that the international community cannot neglect. It has been a great honor for me to be able to serve 
such a historically renowned organization.

Message 
from the World President
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Attending 2018 Global Education Meeting as OMEP 
representatives, with Maggie_Brussels, Belgium, 2018

Attending 2019 UNESCO Forum on Education 
for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship, 

with Ingrid_Hanoi, Vietnam, 2019

During my presidency, three world assembly and international conferences were in 2017, 2018, and 2019, each in 
Croatia, Czech Republic, and Panama. Through the annual conference, it was possible not only to discuss key issues 
for early childhood education but also to deepen our understanding of the various context of early childhood education 
practices. Especially annual on-site school visit program gave us great inspiration, allowing us to publish OMEP’s new 
journal based on practice, OMEP: Theory into Practice, since 2018.

School visit_in Prague, Czech Republic, 2018 1st issue of  OMEP 
Theory into Practice
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Along with TIP, in celebration of the 70th anniversary of OMEP, two historical materials were published: «History of 
OMEP: 1948-2018’» and «Children of the world OMEP: 70 years of OMEP in photographs». In addition, most of the 
OMEP archives kept in Prague were digitalized and uploaded in OMEP website.

Visiting OMEP archive_Prague, Czech Republic, 2018 (left) ‘History of OMEP: 1948-2018’ and
 (right) ‘Children of the world OME

I do not think I could have done my job well without the help of many people. The former World presidents, Selma, 
Ingrid, and Maggie have been good mentors. They advised me when I was struggling where to go or what to decide. I 
also appreciate current and former Executive Committee members who have been with me for three years. Thank you, 
Judith, Bimbola, Nektarios, Nyamikeh, Udomluck, Ingrid, Mercedes, and Eli. I also appreciate Presidents of all National 
Committees who always trusted in me.

Celebration of 70th anniversary with the former world presidents, 
(from left to right) Audry Curtis(1999-2001), 

Selma Simonstein Fuentes(2002-2007), 
Ingrid Pramling Samuelsson(2008-2013), 

Maggie Koong(2014-2016) and myself(2017-2019)
_Prague, Chezh Republic, 2018

With OMEP Executive committee members
_Opatija, Croatia, 2017
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Along with the annual OMEP world assembly and international conference, the regional conferences have been actively 
held within each region during my presidency. There were two regional conferences in Africa, each held in Ghana(2017) 
and Kenya(2018), Asia Pacific and Latin America also held two conferences each. Hong Kong(2017) and Japan(2019) 
held regional conferences in Asia, meanwhile Uruguay(2017) and Peru(2018) held regional conferences in Latin America. 
Europe and North America & Caribbean also held a regional conference once each in Portugal(2019) and USA(2017). 

With Africa region national presidents at the 9th Africa Regional 
Conference_in Accra, Ghana, 2017

With Asia Pacific OMEP members in 2019 Asia Pacific Regional 
Conference_in Kyoto, Japan, 2019

I believe we were a very good team. I especially thank Eli and Judith for their emotional support. Without their sincere 
affection and encouragement, it would have been difficult for me to get through the challenging times. I also thank our 
representatives to the UN, UNESCO, OAS, and IJEC journal editor. Thank you, Maria Pia, Lisbeth, Daniele and Donna. 
Under cooperation with current editor, Donna Berthelsen, Policy Forum section was launched within IJEC in order to 
address OMEP’s position on urgent global policy issues. 

With Rima Salah(left), me, and Maria Pia Belloni
Mignatti(right) at the 2019 world Assembly and

Conference_Panama city, Panama, 2019

First issue of OMEP Policy Forum by me and
Judith Wagner
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Last but not the least, I would like to express my sincere thanks to my 
team. Thank you Soonhwan, Minyoung, Jieun, and Kyoryoung. In the 
last three years they've done a lot more than I have done. If you think 
there's something I've done well, it's thanks to them.

I am so happy to hand over my torch to my successor, Mercedes 
Mayol Lassell. She has been Vice President for Latin America for 
six years. She is an experienced early childhood researcher and 
policymaker, who has a great vision for OMEP. I am sure Mercedes 
will continue the visibility that OMEP has achieved in the past years 
and bring OMEP to new heights. OMEP will continue to sustain its 
legacy with a great team to serve for the best interests of young 
children around the globe.

At the end of 2019 World assembly, with ExCO members, (from left to right) Udmluck Kulapichitr, myself, Mercedes Mayol Lassalle, 
Christiane Bourdages Simpson, Nyamikeh Kyiamah, Eli Bergsvik and Ingrid Engdahl_Panama city, Panama, 2019

With OMEP secretarial team
_Panama city, Panama, 2019
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Group photo with OMEP national presidents at 2017 OMEP 
world assembly_in Opatija, Croatia, 2017

Although my term as World President has ended, I will remain as a full supporter of OMEP. I wish new World President 
and Executive Committee Members very best and every success.

I will treasure all the memories and friendships I have made during my presidency.

Best Regards,
Eunhye Park
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Timeline 2019

OMEP Webinar 2019 (Policy forum series Ⅰ)
● ‌�OMEP launched its first Webinar in 2019, held on April 15
● ‌�The guest speaker was Maria Pia Belloni Mignatti, OMEP 

representative of UN New York station
● ‌�The first theme of lecture was based on OMEP's Policy form, 

«Call to action: Investing in early childhood development for 
migrant and refugee children».

Europe Regional Conference
● ‌�Held in Lisbon, Portugal on May 17-18 / hosted by 

OMEP Portugal Committee
● ‌�OMEP Portugal Committee and with the cooperation 

of Europe regional committees successfully 
completed with delegations from 17 countries.

● ‌�Theme: Education for sustainable development

April May


