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	1. PRESCHOOL EDUCATION IN THE CONTEXT OF LIFELONG EDUCATION.
The national conference titled Preschool Education in the Context of Lifelong Education was held on 28 - 29 September 2007. The aim of the conference was to get information about conceptual intentions of preschool education and development of pedagogues career in Slovakia in EU context.

The main organizers were OMEP SC, OMEP RS Banska Bystrica-Brezno, Municipal Pedagogic Centre Banska Bystrica, The City of Banska Bystrica, Faculty of Pedagogy Matej Bel University,  Banska Bystrica, Regional School Office,  Banska Bystrica. The conference was held under the patronage of SR Department of Education and Ivan Saktor, Mayor of Banska Bystrica.

Guests from Austria, Hungary, The Czech Republic and Great Britain participated in the conference.

Children from Maticiarik company welcomed 182 participants with very interesting performance.

The conference was led by Jarmila Jakalova who welcomed and presented prominent guests: Mr Bancik, Head of the Office of the President in Banska Bystrica, Mrs Obrimcakova, State Secretary, Mr Kazik, Vice-Mayor of the City Banska Bystrica, Mr Lukaj, Head of Municipal Office, Mrs Sykorova, Head of Department of Education, Culture and Sport in Banska Bystrica, Mr Topolsky, Head of Regional School Office, Mrs Rabusicova, OMEP Vice-President for Europe from Brno, and Mrs Gasparova, Society for Preschool Education.

Greetings of guests and main reports followed:

Mrs Pajdlhauserova, SR Department of Education – Preschool education in the context of lifelong education in significant documents /the author drew from The Charter of Teacher, Deloro Report, Bologna Declaration, Lifelong Education Memorandum, European Qualification Term with Implementation into Our Documents/.

Mrs Guziova, State Pedagodic Institution – Investigation of developing competence of children aged 2-5 /the author presented  research instruments to investigate children developing competence/.

Mrs Rabusicova, Brno – Transition from Kindergarten to primary school in parents and children eyes / the author presented results of qualitative research in which inspectors, municipality mayors, parents and children participated/.

Mrs Hajdukova, State School Inspection – The view of state school inspection of children education in Kindergartens / the author presented misunderstood importance of preschool education in Kindergartens/.

Mr Valica, Municipal Pedagogic Centre – Teacher career development / the author directed his attention at presentation of teacher career development which will be an inseparable part of Law of Teachers  Position/.

Mrs Kasacova, Faculty of Pedagogy, Matej Bel University – Education of Kindergarten teachers-trends and perspective / the author reflected on education of teachers in the past, nowadays and future perspective /.

Mrs Nagy Jenone, Faculty of Pedagogy in Sarvas – Presentation of alternative program- Preschool education by means of art / the author presented alternative program that is carried out in Hungarian Kindergartens /.

The main reports were of high professional level and very interesting, stimulating and inspiring.

In the afternoon, conference participants visited Kindergartens.

On 29 September 2007 , in the morning, a membership meeting was held. Chairmanship of OMEP SC , Mrs Hajdukova made a proposal – the honorary memberschip of OMEP SC for Mrs Badurikova to become the Chairmanship Honorary Member. The proposal was accepted unanimously.

Mrs Imrichova, Treasure, presented the state of economy.

Mrs Cizova, Secretary, presented the state of membership.

Mrs Minova, Chairwoman, informed OMEP SC members of the European Conference held on 30 May – 2 June 2007 in Switzerland, where the Slovak Republic applied to organize European conference combined with regional membership meeting in 2008. Our candidacy was accepted and in 2008 – the year of 60th anniversary of OMEP, the conference will be on 9 – 14 April in 2008 in Bratislava. The World Conference in Mexiko was held on 16 – 17 July 2007.A new chairwoman was elected there. Ingrid Pramling Samuelsson from Sweden became a new chairwoman. 

Members were informed about arrangement of excursion to Germany. The chairwoman thanked all members who participate and cooperate in establishment and commenting important strategic material concerning preschool education.

At the end of the meeting the term of an annual membership meeting was decided by voting. In 2008,  it will be held in Presov.

After the membership meeting the conference continued in its program.

Following reports were heard:

Mrs Marxtova, Prague – Foreign languages in Kindergartens.

Mr Stephen Raymond Wats and Jiri Soltys, Prague - /ceet language solutions/ - Guidebook through methodics of teaching English language in Kindergartens.Both reports were directed at problems of teaching foreign languages in Kindergartens , especially English, by means of new interesting methodic.

Mrs Waltraud Matz, Austria – Kindergarten in Low Austria – the author acquainted participants with Kindergarten working organization and methodic in Law Austria.

Mrs Babiakova, Faculty of Pedagogy, Matej Bel University – Preparation of professional standard of preschool teachers. The author acquainted Kindergarten teachers with prepared professional standard.

Mrs Novakovova – Snoezelen as substitution of maternal bed. The author presented interesting methodic , that is realized in the Czech Republic and is gradually getting to Slovakia.

Mrs Kollarova, Faculty of Pedagogy, Trnava – Creative dramatization in preschool education. The author reffered to the importance of making use of creative dramatization in preschool education.

Mrs Minova, Faculty of Pedagogy, PU – Preschool education from the view of practice. The author presented outlooks of Kindergarten teachers about preschool education from the view of prepared transformation.

Mrs Imrichova, Jurkovicova Kindergarten, Presov – Portikova, Faculty of Pedagogy, PU – School in nature as a part of preschool education. The authors presented an interesting project of school in nature which is an inseparable part of preschool education in nature.

Results from the aim and content of the conference :

1. To cooperate at all levels to create and implement important legislative aims in the field of preschool education.

2. To endorse developing competence of children during the course of  children education in conditions of Kindergartens.

3. To deepen family, Kindergarten and primary school partnership in the field of preparedness of children for entering  a primary school.

4. To arrange management Kindergarten system by qualified preschool education experts.

5. To contribute to expanding and deepening knowledge, skills and attitude through continual education of Kindergarten teachers.

A conference anthology will be published and all participants will get a certificate.

2. ACTIVITIES CARRIED OUT IN REGIONAL SECTIONS.
OMEP SC concentrates its work into activities that are organised in seven regional sections. These activities can be devided into four fields:

A. Activities aimed to improve educational work in Kindergartens

· specialized - methodic seminars on: Didactic activities, Vocal education as a part of pedagogic communication, Approach to the nursery literature through creative dramatization, Prereader literacy in Kindergarten, Creative dramatization in Kindergarten Part 2, A fairy tail as an educational medium , Developing literary literacy in terms of cultured literacy

B. Activities with and for preschool children and towards public

· children literary creativity performances – Little Preschooler

· music creativity performances – Bystrica Nightingale, Brezno Nightingale

· art and work creativity presentations  - The Nicest Toy, Children Christmas Market, Christmas at a Castle

· literary and music creativity performances – Children to Children, Schools at a Square, Golden Nightingale

· motory skills presentations – Children Olympic Games, Sport Days, Making Snowmen Competition

· stage composition competitions – Movements Pleasure

C. Activities aimed to improve managment and further education
· Kindergarten headmistresses club

· attendance at conferences and specilized – methodic seminars

· panel discussion : Education-prepared transformation

·  specialized seminar: Common Europe in issues of preschool education

· attendance of OMEP SC members at the congress Societies for preschool education

D. Friendship and studying activities

· foreign visits: in the Czech Republic – Prague, Brno, Ceske Budejovice

· inland visits: surroundings of Bratislava

3. IMPORTANT CHALLENGES AND ACTIVITIES IN 2008

· To carry out OMEP European conference and regional meeting in April 2008

· To take part in the worldwide OMEP Congress in Canada in August 2008

· In October 2008 to plan and carry out OMEP SC Conference with international participation connected with annual membership meeting on the occasion of the 15th anniversary of OMEP SC institution

In 2008 we consider as key and OMEP SC will be participate and pursue :

· Commenting Educational Law and additional conceptual material and legislative proposals

· Participating in content reform of school system

· Active partnership with the research team that cooperates in research tasks of State Pedagogic Institution, Department of Education

· Arrangement of cooperation among universities and other institutions in the field of preschool education research

· Examining preparedness of children , Kindergarten teachers and material conditions for prepared content transformation in Kindergarten Curriculum

· Initiating of cooperation with European OMEP committees

There are 450 members registred in OMEP SC  and SC is registred as an association. Our members participate actively in establishment of important strategic material concerning preschool education.

In 2007 , 17 members participated in:

· Establishment of Professional development of teachers in career system

· Establishment of new preschool education curriculum

· Establishment of methodic – didactic material : Education in Kindergartens classrooms with heterogenous children age structure

· Establishment of a methodic handbook for parents and Kindergarten teachers : Preschool preparation of children in Kindergarten and family

Four our members are in consultative  committee of Department of Education and are an important part in approving and passing new conceptions and legislation.         



