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1. Significant Conferences

A. Education from early childhood, a chance for every child.

“Sun of childhood has to be strong enough to last for whole life.”

(Indian proverb)

The European Conference of OMEP “Education from early childhood, a chance for every child” took place in Bratislava on 9th- 12th April 2008.

The Aim of Conference was to present equal opportunities, attitude, treatment and effects to each individual. 

All following themes and presentations of participants were in order to the title of conference. Here are the topics of presentations:

1. Relation between Education and Social- economical status of children.

2. Respecting of individual educational needs of children (health and mental handicapped, equality of genders, equality of ethnical membership, religion etc.) in education.

3. Influence of economical status on quality of education (of children from early childhood until compulsory) with accent on commanding of demands of compulsory.

4. Presentation of diversity of methods in early childhood’s education and training until crossing to primary school- presentation of national specifics, traditions and present innovative trends.

5. Relation between quality of education of pre-school teachers and quality of children’s education.

6. Participation of family education on personal development of pre-school children – cooperation between family and organizations offering education to pre-school children.

Conference took place in capital of Slovakia, Bratislava under patronage of Ján Mikolaj- Vice-president of Government of SR and Minister of Education, Silvia Gašparovičová- First Lady of Slovak Republic, Dušan Čaplovič- Vice-president of Government of SR and Slavomír Drozd- Mayor of Bratislava’s City Part- Ruzinov.

205 participants took part on European Conference in Bratislava; 50 foreign participants  of it, from 15 different European countries (England, Poland, Denmark, Iceland, Switzerland, Germany, Ireland, Latvia, Norway, Sweden, Finland, Greece, Estonia, Czech Republic and Austria). Program of Conference was very interesting. 

Invitation drink was connected with Opening of an Art Contest “Rainbow merry-go-round”. 

Second day began with press conference, welcoming the participants and with main presentations. We were glad to have a chance to welcome also World President of OMEP Mrs. Ingrid Pramling Samuelson from Sweden and Vice- president of OMEP for European Region Mrs. Milada Rabušicová from Czech Republic. 

Conference continued with further presentations in the afternoon right after the Official reception at Mayor of Bratislava’s City Part- Ružinov Mr. Slavomir Drozd.

Gala evening for all participants and guests took place in Hotel Holiday Inn and it was included with rich program, evaluation of Art Contest “Rainbow merry-go-round”, appreciation of members of OMEP for their active cooperation in OMEP and cultural program.

In Friday morning conference continued with visiting of Bratislava’s Kindergartens. This is where lot of interesting debates about schools, school systems and more concretely information about Slovak Kindergartens took place. Foreign participants were in Kindergartens in the morning and Slovak participants have this opportunity in the afternoon.

Regional Meeting of presidents of OMEP took place in the Friday afternoon and it was followed by sightseeing of Bratislava’s Historical Centre. Evening belonged to the visit of theater Nova scena with performance of musical Lemonade Joe.


There have been 10 presentations during first day (9 of it from foreign countries, 1 from Slovakia) and 27 presentations (25 of it from Slovakia, 2 from foreign countries) during second day of conference.

In Saturday all those interested had opportunity to participate on Wine Road connected with walk in vineyard, lunch and tasting of Slovak wines where also a chance for informal debates was. 

We hope that everyone enjoyed staying in Bratislava and that all foreign colleagues had opportunity to become more information about Slovakia and its School system, culture and traditions. We hope that everyone has good remembrances of Slovakia and has a will to come back. 

B. The present and future of pre-prime education

         On the occasion of the 15th anniversary of OMEP SC coming into existence, the Slovak Committee of  World Organisation for Early Childhood Education, Ministry of Education of the Slovak Republic, Pedagogic Faculty of Prešov University, Metodical-Pedagogical Centre a.p. Prešov, Regional School Authority in Prešov, Regional Section of OMEP in Prešov and the City of Prešov organised the scientific conference on “The present and future of pre-prime education” with international attendance. The conference was held in Prešov on 10-11 October 2008 under the auspices of Pavol Hagyari, the Mayor of Prešov.
       The aim of the conference was to mention the importance of present aspects of pre-prime education with regard to future perspective on the basis of theoretic and empirical knowledge and actual legislative changes in the given area. Children from Zemplinska Street Kindergarten, Prešov, led by their teacher Beatka Adamkovičová, greeted all attendants with lovely country dancing. Distinguished guests attended the conference and they greeted those present and delivered solemn addresses:

Ján Mikolaj - Deputy Prime Minister and Education Minister of the Slovak Republic, Valentín Švidroň – a member of  National Council of the Slovak Republic, a member of the School Committee, Katarína Ďurčanská – the Vice Mayor of the City of Prešov, Milan Portik – the dean of the Faculty of Education, Prešov University, Ivan Pavlov – the director of Metodical-Pedagogical Centre a.p. Prešov, Jaromír Paulík – the chairman of Regional School Authority in Prešov and Eva Gašparová – the chairwoman of the Association for Preschool Education. After greetings and solemn addresses, 25 distinguished people were awarded letters of thanks for their active and creative working and contribution for preschool education by Ján Mikolaj, Deputy Prime Minister and Education Minister of the Slovak Republic. It happened on the occasion of the 15th anniversary of coming into existence of OMEP SC. The main reports followed that. They were presented by: Prof. Jolanta Karbowniczek (Poland) - Koncepcja zintegrowanej edukaciji wczesnoszkolnej w Polsce i na swiecie – przeszlošč i teražniejszošč, Doc. PhDr. Mária Podhájecká, CSc. (SR) – Dimension of preschool education, Doc. PhDr. Zita Baďuríková CSc. (SR) – Pre-school education in the globalized world, Doc. PhDr. Eva Šmelová, Ph.D. (CzR) – Pre-prime education in the context of the school  reform in the  Czech Republic, PhDr. Elena Pajdlhauserová, PhD. (SR) – School Act and pre-prime education in Kindergarten a   PaedDr. Dušan  Kostrub, PhD.(SR) - A ja taká dzívočka, cingi - lingi  bom“ (Examination of teacher´s teaching children in Kindergarten).
In the afternoon, 19 authorities from Slovakia, the Czech Republic and Poland appeared with their reports, that were aimed to present preschool education in particular regions and countries.

Attendants of the conference heard presented abstracts which documented:

1. Actual trend in the spectrum of dimension in the context of  globalization.

2. Experience and inspiring subjects from pre-prime education reforms in Poland and the Czech Republic.
3. Present state and perspective of pre-prime education development in Slovak Republic.
On Saturday the conference had very interesting program. A visit to kindergartens in Prešov (Budovateľská, Čapajevova, Sabinovská, Bajkalská, Mirka Nešpora, Važecká,    Zemplínska, Čergovská and Jurkovičova) took place and it was connected with panelling on ,,The national and school educational program” with the members of the lecturers team 

of the project: Education of kindergarten directresses to school educational program 

making. There was very positive reaction on panelling and practising teachers took much knowledge to their future work and the amount of new information on education that is expected in the near future. There were almost 250 attendants at the conference from Slovakia, the Czech Republic and Poland.

Conference conclusions:

1. To cooperate in proposals, making and implementation of significant legislative intent in the field of preschool education.

2. To stimulate adopting  of key powers with children during their attendance for kindergarten, also in cooperation with a family.

3. To respect the present legislative in children education in kindergarten.

4. To ensure the system of kindergarten managing by competent preschool education professionals.

5. To offer continual education to kindergarten teachers  that will supply to dissemination their knowledge, skills and attitude towards content system.

OMEP SC annual member meeting took place on 10 October 2008. Its program was 

extensive:

OMEP SC chairmanship elections; following reports were presented: Activities report 2005 - 2008, Economy report 2005 – 2008, Audit commission report. It was needed to make several proposals in order to change OMEP SC articles. Following members were elected to OMEP SC chairmanship for the period of 2009 to 2012: Miňová, Prekopová, Berčíková,  Foldesová, Sobotová, Lapšanská, Čížová, Bošnovičová, Kurpášová, Pazderková, Domastová, Fekiačová, Domeová, Mojžišová.

2. Activities realised in regional sections
OMEP SC focuses its performance into activities that are organized in 8 regional sections (Bratislava and vicinity, Nitra, Komárno, Banská Bystrica and vicinity, Levice, Rimavská Sobota, Prešov and Košice). We can devide these activities into four areas:

A. Activities that were aimed to improve upbringing and education work in kindergartens

· Professional – methodical seminars on: The national educational program and school educational program making; The support of emerging literacy in pre-prime education; Carnival, collaboration with a family

· Object lessons: – knowledge presentation in reading and drama education while performing tasks of health education and content standards in school educational program,  in meeting health protection principles and health diet, creating positive attitudes to own health and solving emergency situations that endanger the health; education afternoon activities at kindergartens;

· Methodical guide-book elaboration: Children preschool preparation in kindergartens and in a family;

B. Activities with children and for preschool children and towards public

· Children´s literary creativity competitions - Book feast at Hnúšťa, Little preschooler, Small Chalupka´s Brezno

· Music creativity competitions - Gold nightingale; Bystrica nightingale; Brezno nightingale

· Art and craft workshops - Gemer bunch; Rainbow roundabout; The nature around us; The world around us; Our European city; Frolicing autumn; Christmas

· Literary and music creativity competitions
· Children´s motive skills competitions - olympic sports games; Sport days

· Stage composition competitions
· Object lessons – Inspector Rex – police dogs training and action unit work demonstration  
· Performances of children in public – e.g. at conferencies, Days of the town - Children to the town, Children to children

· The organization of the regional conference – By upbringing to humanity, health and life protection

· Doors open days at kindergartens
C. Activities aimed to improve managing and further education  

· The club of kindergarten directresses 

· Professional seminar: Development of literary literacy within the scope of  cultural literacy; Planning, organization and realisation of (week) curricular projects in conditions of present preschool education; Communication (reading, pre-reading) literacy development in conditions of present preschool education; Kinetic activities in the kindergarten project and obesity prevention; Communication technologies;

· Workshop: environmental activities presentation at Environmental programs fair

· Attendance of OMEP SC members at the concilium of Association for Preschool Education 

· Attendance of members at OMEP SC European and scientific conference 

D. Friendship and educational activities – cognitive

· Visits abroad in the Czech Republic – Prague, Brno, České Budějovice, Olomouc; Greece; Hungary; Poland

· Foreign visits in Slovakia: Latvia; The Czech Republic; Poland 

· Visitation of cultural and public events
· Organization of Teachers´ Day  

3. Substantial challenges and activities in 2009 
· To attend a European regional meeting and conference in Greece in April 2009 

· To attend a world congress of OMEP in Sweden in August 2009 

· To plan and realize the OMEP SC conference  with international attendance in October 2009 

· To participate in preparation of conference on the occasion of the 180th anniversary of establishing the first Slovak day nursery in Banská Bystrica.

· To organize educational – cognitive tour to Germany, the Czech Republic and Poland

We consider the following to be key and OMEP SC will participate and endeavor to:

· annotate conceptional material and legislative proposals,

· participate in content reform of education,

· be active in partnership with solving team that cooperates in research tasks of  the National Pedagogical Institute and Ministry of Education of the Slovak Republic,

· ensure cooperation with universities and other institutions in research in the area of pre-primary education,

· search children and kindergarten teachers readiness and material conditions  to prepared content changes in kindergarten curriculum,

· establish cooperation with European OMEP commitees.

There are 450 registrated members in Slovak OMEP committee and it is registrated as an association. Our members are active to engage in important strategic material making that relate to preschool education. In 2008, seventeen members  participated in:

· The National educational program making

· Creation of a methodical guidebook to the School educational program making

· Making of the methodical guide-book for parents and kindergarten teachers: Preschool preparation of children at kindergarten and in a family
· The National project making: Education of pedagogical staff from kindergartens as a part of education reform
· Four members are in the advisory committee of Minister of Education and they are the significant element in the process of approving and passing new conceptions and legislative.

This is the structure of the Slovak OMEP committee chairmanship for the next electoral term in the period 1 January 2009 – 31 December 2012:

Chairwoman: PaedDr. Monika Miňová, PhD.

Deputy Chairwoman: Mgr. Miriam Čížová

Secretary: Mgr. Silvia Bošnovičová

Treasurer: Mgr. Monika Imrichová

                                                                                               PaedDr. Monika Miňová, PhD.

                                                                                               Chairwoman of OMEP SC

